






















that	one	should	receive	Anglican	baptism.	 	 It	 is	different	with	confirmation	where	
everything	depends	upon	the	Apostolic	succession.	2








Unitarianism	 is	 like	 that	of	 the	Borgias	 in	 the	Papacy!	 –	and	 I	have	seen	younger	






























poet	 seems	 to	be	 searching	 for	 the	basic	universal	values	 that	all	humans,	despite	 the	







The	persuasive	and	dominant	presence	 in	 the	household,	however,	was	 that	of	his	
grandfather,	William	Greenleaf	Eliot,	who	had	died	the	year	before	Eliot	was	born.	Eliot,	
even	 in	old	age,	remembered	his	 influence	as	that	of	one	who	‘rules	his	son	and	his	
son’s	sons	 from	the	grave’,	 a	Moses	upon	whose	 tablets	were	engraved	the	 laws	of	
public	 service.	Eliot	was	 always	much	possessed	by	 the	dead,	 and	 that	 sense	 of	
possession	(or	dispossession)	was	one	which	he	learned	early.	5
It	 can	be	argued	 that	Eliot’s	grandfather’s	religious	belief	cast	a	pessimistic	shadow	on	







earnest,	 intellectual,	humanitarian,	part	of	 that	high–minded	‘ethical	 culture’	which	
Eliot	in	later	years	distrusted	and	mocked.	6
According	to	Ackroyd’s	explanation,	Unitarians	do	not	accept	the	basic	orthodox	teaching	of	

























‘the	religion	of	 the	blue	sky,	 the	grass	and	flowers’)	as	 the	Unitarians	had	removed	
themselves,	doctrinally,	from	their	Calvinist	forbears:	for	them,	‘the	men	who	wrote	the	
Bible	and	the	early	Christians	were	liberals’	.	.	.	8


















despair	for	his	contemporary	world	is	still	apparent	in The Waste Land.	
11	Ackroyd,	op.	cit.,	p.159.
12	Ibid.,	pp.159-160.




















movement	within	 the	 Church	 of	 England,	 precisely	 because	 he	 saw	 in	 it	 the	
continuation	of	such	a	tradition.	12
G.	Douglas	Atkins	points	out	that	Eliot	takes	from	Lancelot	Andrewes	the	idea	of	squeezing	
a	word	until	 it	gives	birth	to	a	 full	 juice	of	meaning	which	they	had	rarely	 found	 in	the	










































meaning	of	 life	as	a	Christian	poet.	 	His	conversion	to	 the	Church	of	England	was	a	
turning	point	 in	allowing	him	to	put	behind	his	chaotic	state	of	mind	observed	 in	his	
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earlier	poems.		It	could	be	said	that	Anglo–Catholicism	made	him	the	most	prominent	
literary	figure	of	the	twentieth	century.	
	
This	paper	is	based	on	a	reading	seminar	held	at	the	39th	Annual	Meeting	of	the	T.S.	
Eliot	society	in	Atlanta,	Georgia,	USA.
